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What recollections do you have of your year as president?  What issues/needs were 
addressed during your tenure? 
We were able to re-instate our not-for-profit status. So important. 
 
Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share? 
We increased our membership by leaps and bounds and received recognition from 
National for doing that.  We also began work on two new awards that were awarded 
during the tenure of Jennifer Anderson (who followed me as chapter president) - the 
Chapter Star Award and the Professional Communicator Award. And when I became 
the immediate past president, I led the charge to bring the AWC National Conference to 
Springfield. It was such an amazing team effort! Very proud of the women who stepped 
up to serve on the conference committee, the excitement of the local membership and 
the additional credibility it provided our chapter. 
 
What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president? 
One of my favorite things about being president is sharing collaboration. It isn’t about 
being the leader, but about leading with others and encouraging and ensuring that 
everyone is able to participate and use their gifts. Our board worked hard and played 
hard.  
 
Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with anyone? 
WOW! One of my favorite things about AWC Springfield is the heart and soul of it. It is 
all about relationships. I continue to be connected to too many to list. This group is there 
to encourage not only professionally, but personally as well. Relationships that began 
with AWC and have continued through the years include: Christy Broccardo-Grove, Patti 
Thompson, Kara Kienzler, Dawn Tebrinke, Linda Dawson, Nancy Zimmers, Merle 
Shiffman, Melissa Hahn and so many others! 
 
What was your professional title/role/organization when you were president? What are 
you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you still involved with AWC/WICI?  
I was Manager PR/Business Development at the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. Currently, I am a motivational speaker and writer. In addition, I am a 
personal trainer/health and wellness coach helping others find their strengths – mind, 
body and spirit. I am manager of an area gym. Yes, I’m still involved!  Due to a job that 
required travel, I stepped aside for a couple years. However, I am back now and serving 
on the board again as co-vp programs. 


