
Martha A. Karatz, Indianapolis, IN 
1981 chapter president, Illinois State Museum 
 
What recollections do you have of your year as president?  What issues/needs were 
addressed during your tenure? 
During my presidency the Springfield chapter took the lead nationally as part of a major 
discussion about changing the WICI name. We were one of the few co-ed chapters and 
we felt that the organization’s name was restrictive. We went to the national convention 
in Cincinnati loaded for bear, ready to lobby with full voice for the name change. But 
how would we stand out among the crowd to get our voices hears? Nancy Zimmers, 
Jeff Brody and I each wore sashes (a la Miss America), which read (front and back as I 
recall) “Ask me about the name change.” It worked. We got lots of attention and got our 
message heard. We proposed changing the name to In Communications or Inc. and 
even developed a logo.  Did we win the name change vote? No but we sure had a lot of 
fun trying. 
 
Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share? 
I do remember a couple of other things at that conference. Nancy, Jeff and I shared a 
room to save on costs. We had to take turns in the bathroom! It was a riot. It was also 
my 30th birthday and we went to the Montgomery Inn in Cincy for ribs! I remember that 
the waiters sang Happy Birthday to two other tables and I went to the tables to wish 
them a happy birthday. One of them was the exact same day and year as me! We had a 
great time. BTW, by the time I went to the convention, I had already moved from 
Springfield for a job in Indianapolis. I told my new employer that I had to attend the 
conference and see my presidency through.    

We brought the late Marilyn Moats Kennedy to our chapter to present a program 
on power in the workplace. I was personally thrilled to meet her because she was a 
Northwestern University alum like me. She was also president of the Chicago WICI 
chapter. She had recently published her book Office Politics Seizing Power Wielding 
Clout and we were thrilled to learn about techniques for women in the workplace, 
especially about negotiating, communicating and navigating through office politics. She 
was such an inspiration then and has continued to be for me throughout my career. Her 
book still sits on my bookshelf in my office, worn and used! Losing her earlier this year 
was a great loss. 
 
What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president? 
I learned that I needed to be part of something bigger than myself and that I could gain 
much both professionally and personally from being in a group of smart, capable 
leaders. It was one of the first boards on which I served and helped to pave the way for 
many more board positions to come. 
 
Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with anyone? 
I remember with fondness working with Jeff Brody and Nancy Zimmers. At the time they 
were great friends and colleagues. I was just getting my career in PR and media started 
and it was wonderful to have friends to go to for advice and counsel. Nancy and I have 
stayed connected over the years. Perhaps this reunion will spur us on to actually 
planning some time together! 
 
What was your professional title/role/organization when you were president?  What are 
you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you still involved with AWC/WICI? 
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I was Editor and PR director at the Illinois State Museum.  Now I am Senior VP for 
Advancement and Cultural Arts at the Jewish Community Center in Indianapolis (27 
years). I’m no longer involved with AWC as after many years my work moved from PR 
and media fundraising and advancement.    


