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Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share? 
I was very proud of the April 2016 half day social media program "Social media ... 
what's your strategy?" we hosted at UIS and raised money for the AWC scholarship 
fund. The committee (Christy Broccardo, Melissa Hahn, Jessie Decker, Patti Thompson 
... probably forgetting someone) did a great job organizing, planning, and finding 
speakers and topics. In fact, when one of the speakers cancelled at the last minute, 
Melissa filled in as a moderator for a panel of AWC member who talked about how they 
are using social media. It ended up being my favorite session. 
 
What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president? 
Well, I know how valuable my time is as a working professional, and also a mom/wife. 
So when the board would meet over the lunch hour I wanted to make it worth 
everyone's time. I tried to create agendas that allowed us to take action and make 
decisions so there was less work to be done between meetings. It was also nice to have 
some extra public speaking practice at the monthly programs. 
 
Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with anyone? 
I've met a lot of great women from AWC. Christy Broccardo introduced me to the group. 
She is a friend and mentor in every way. I remember serving as co-VP programs with 
Jenny Rich. At that time we offered meal options and had to take food orders with 
RSVPs. When I served on the board I learned so much about the history of our chapter 
from Nancy Zimmers and Merle Shiffman. I hope when I retire to still be connected to 
the group as they are :) 
 
What was your professional title/role/organization when you were president?  What are 
you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you still involved with AWC/WICI? 
I am Director, Production Services for the Illinois Association of School Boards. I was 
recently promoted to Associate Executive Director, Communications, which will take 
effect Jan.1, 2018 


