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What recollections do you have of your year as president?  What issues/needs 
were addressed during your tenure? 
I was treasurer when the chapter brought Gloria Steinem to Springfield.  Her fee 
was $10,000 and that was a big risk for us, since we had less than half that much 
in the bank.  But “still, we persisted!”  We not only made money, but gained new 
members.  One of the secrets was teaming up with Women in Government and 
the UIS Women’s Studies program in co-hosting Steinem.  We even recorded the 
presentation and sold copies to help with expenses. 
 
Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share? 
Another great memory was hosting poet Gwendolyn Brooks who spoke at our 
literacy fundraiser and lead a writer’s workshop. I also remember co-hosting a 
Freedom of Information event, in conjunction with the Secretary of State's office 
and others.  I have many great memories of groundbreaking and uplifting 
activities — imagined by liked-minded women who grew into great friends. 

Of course, winning AWC's Professional Communicator Award in 2011 was 
a wonderful surprise, and an honor that meant more than any other recognitions 
because I have such a high record and warm feelings for AWC friends and 
colleagues! 
 
What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president? 
I learned that controversies and surprises are inevitable, and to count on the 
brains, energy and strategic thinking of our chapter leaders.  Aside from needing 
to face the risks vs. pay offs of hosting Gloria Steinem, we discovered, during my 
time on the board, that our chapter had never filed articles of incorporation.  The 
Secretary of State's office quickly helped us fix that.  And then we watched the 
national organization begin to unravel.  Our chapter complained when the 
national took political stands on issues such as blocking the path to abortion 
clinics.  Whether we agreed or not with that cause, we wanted to belong to a 
professional organization whose primary purpose was education and local 
networking.  "Equal Pay" was a legitimate cause, but general "liberation" causes 
were outside of our mission. In fact, some of us could be reimbursed for 
expenses of a training-related organization, but not for a political action 
group.  On the other hand, I think we all took joy in our Hearts and Darts program 
which pointed out sexist news coverage and advertising. (Hopefully the days of 
promoting a bank using the images of a dozen men and no women are behind 
us.) 
 
Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with 
anyone? 



I remember working with Joan Frietag, Melinda McDonald, Christy Broccardo-
Grove, Beth Bosch Murphy, Mary Bohlen, Jean Richards, Julie Dutton and 
Denise Joehl.  Some of us formed a book group that kept us in touch and 
deepened our relationship.  "The Belles" book group is what I miss most since 
moving away from Springfield! 
 
What was your professional title/role/organization when you were 
president?  What are you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you 
still involved with AWC/WICI? 
My title at the time was Communications Manager for the Illinois State Library. I 
moved up in state government, eventually becoming the director of the Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency. I recently retired as executive director of the Illinois 
HomeCare & Hospice Council and am currently in a part time position as director 
of strategic development for a small start up company in Greater Chicago.  I am 
no longer involved with AWC. 


