
Joan C. Freitag, Springfield, IL 
1989-90 chapter president, Children’s Miracle Network Telethon, Hanson Professional 
Services Inc. 
 
What recollections do you have of your year as president?  What issues/needs were 
addressed during your tenure? 
Being active in AWC and moving into leadership was very empowering.  It gave us the 
chance to do things that we didn’t always get to do at work – things like manage 
budgets, create events, set big goals and accomplish them…and sharing all this with 
smart and ambitious women.  
 
Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share? 
Bringing Gloria Steinem to our regional conference in 1992 – that was huge!  I also went 
on to become AWC regional vice-president for the north central region in 1991-92 and 
served on the national AWC Board of Directors in 1995-96…which was an amazing 
experience. 
 
What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president? 
The power of positivity from smart and organized women 
 
Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with anyone? 
Jan Grimes, Christy Broccardo-Davis, Denise Joehl, Nancy Zimmers, Melinda 
McDonald, Naomi Green, Beth Bosch-Murphy, Terri Hempstead, Mary Schafer, Linda 
Anderson, Maija Devine 
 
What was your professional title/role/organization when you were president?  What are 
you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you still involved with AWC/WICI? 
I was a reporter for two daily newspapers in Wisconsin and then taught communications 
and journalism for a junior college there. Later, I started my own business developing 
communication programs for various entities and doing some technical writing. I 
authored two books during this time, an engineering textbook and a marketing how-to 
book. When I moved here, I was coordinator for the Children’s Miracle Network 
Telethon here in Springfield, a joint effort by St. John’s Hospital and SIU School of 
Medicine.  I joined Hanson Professional Services in 1990 and now am the principal for 
Federal Services, overseeing client relationships, staff and projects in the Federal 
market business sector. I still try to keep up with my AWC colleagues and attend a 
couple of meetings when I can. 


