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What recollections do you have of your year as president?  What issues/needs 
were addressed during your tenure? 
One of the challenges we faced was a "young" board.  For a variety of reasons, 
we had faced a sizeable turnover, so in some cases we were really starting out 
as beginners - myself included.  There were a few meetings I remember that we 
couldn't conduct business - we didn't have a quorum and new members didn't 
think to say they couldn't be present. Nancy Zimmers (Thanks Nancy!) provided 
wonderful guidance and I provided each board member with a copy of "Roberts 
Rules of Order".  We conducted a SWAT assessment to help guide us. 
 
Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share? 
Despite those challenges, we had a great year!  Some of the programs included 
"Meeting Planning A-Z", "Stop Wasting My Time!", "Learn to Read the 
Handwriting on the Wall" and "Public Relations Ethics."  When my husband and I 
moved out of state - I think this was shortly after I became past president - I left 
the group in the very capable hands of Naomi Greene. 
 
What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president? 
There were many lessons learned!  I think that was my first board presidency and 
there was a bit of a learning curve there for me in organizing and guiding the 
personalities and challenges.  BUT, you could say it really whetted my appetite 
for working with teams to accomplish goals and projects.  It became a real 
strength in my career. 
 
Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with 
anyone? 
My memory is a little sketchy, but I remember working with Patti Thompson, 
Naomi Greene, Marge Strano, Vicky Katz, and Katherine Starks-Lawrence as 
well as Daisy Juarez, Christy Broccardo-Davis and Ann Countryman.  Also, I 
remember the Slottags [Ruth and Ernie] and work on the Master Communicator 
Awards. 
 
What was your professional title/role/organization when you were president?  
What are you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you still involved 
with AWC/WICI? 
At the time of my presidency, I was owner of Drieci Publishing & Consulting.  I 
had an intern from what was then Robert Morris College (Carrie Buchannon).  In 
addition to association management, I developed copy for websites, wrote 
regularly for Springfield Magazine, and created training on topics ranging from 
teambuilding to writing skills.  I am no longer working.  Have a wonderful time at 
the event in October!  


