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What recollections do you have of your year as president?  What issues/needs were 
addressed during your tenure? 
The theme of my year as president was “Change.” It was the late 1980s and women 
were continuing their fight for equity in the workplace. Little did we know that this 
struggle still would be underway 27 years later. Thanks to the board members, 
programs were always timely and well attended. By December of 1988, chapter 
membership was up to 57.  Speakers that chapter year included Senator Paul Simon, 
Helen Schubert, Maralee Lindley, and Ruth K. Jacobson of Fleishman-Hillard. 
 
Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share? 
The WICI highlight of 1989 was the undertaking of a Media Directory/How to Work with 
the Media booklet  I remember many meetings with Nancy Zimmers and Imogene “Jeff” 
Hall to bring this project to fruition. When published, it was an immediate success.  The 
media directory was updated and re-printed for many years until social media rendered 
it obsolete.   
  
What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president? 
I learned to delegate, which was easy to do since I was surrounded by intelligent, 
competent, and strong women. 
  
Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with anyone? 
I met many wonderful women while I was involved with WICI, many who became 
lifelong friends:  Nancy Severa Zimmers, Mary Painter Bohlen, Melinda McDonald, 
Imogene Jeff Hall, and Jo Warfield to name but a few. 
 
What was your professional title/role/organization when you were president?  What are 
you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you still involved with AWC/WICI? 
I was Director of Tourism for the City of Springfield when I was president.  Now I am 
semi-retired owner of Cullen Communication.  I’m not involved with the chapter. 


