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What recollections do you have of your year as president?  What issues/needs were 
addressed during your tenure? 
Those early years were exciting but challenging.  I was new to Springfield, but WICI 
helped me connect with so many people in the profession and in a meaningful way. In 
three years, we had built members from five to 30 with as many reporters as 
PR/marketing folks involved. So issues related to Freedom of the Press and supporting 
journalists were always in the forefront and look how important they still are today.  So 
for example, as part of our Freedom of Information (FOI) efforts, the chapter submitted 
a “friend of the court” letter regarding a motion to close pre-trial hearings in the 7th 
Judicial Circuit. We also had people on national task forces, including Jeff Brody for 
FOI. 
 
Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share? 
Sam Day was a speaker for one program.  As editor of Progressive magazine, he was 
in the middle of a major FOI case as it was the first time the Federal government tried to 
prevent an American publication from publishing an article, this one on how to build an 
atomic bomb.   We also hosted an important discussion about how the media covered 
the black community with four black leaders on the panel and some media bosses in the 
audience. I remember leaving that night feeling very proud because of the dialogue that 
had happened and the changes in news coverage that would occur in this city. 
 
What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president? 
We concentrated on quality of programs because we wanted to establish our group as a 
professional group committed to improving our profession.  So I’ve always felt that was 
more important than making money from our events. Also, communication within the 
chapter was so important, which of course was a challenge without cell phones, texts, 
emails and even faxes because they didn’t exist yet!  So lists, minutes, agendas and our 
newsletter were how we stayed connected and organized.  I’m a list maker to this day. 
 
Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with anyone? 
I’ve been so pleased to be able to stay in touch with so many members, though not 
everyone.  I’ve had a ball connecting with the past presidents and some of the early 
members for this 40th anniversary project.  I still remember what Beth Bosch said some 
years ago at a chapter reception we hosted at the medical school.  Several of us, 
including me, talked about those important professional reasons to be in WICI/AWC. 
Beth surprised me by standing and saying she agreed with what everyone had said but 
that she also appreciated how her chapter connections turned into important 
friendships.  How true – I’m honored to have so many friends because of this chapter. 
 
What was your professional title/role/organization when you were president?  What are 
you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you still involved with AWC/WICI? 
I was coordinator of public Information for a couple of year in the Office of Public Affairs 
at SIU School of Medicine and then promoted to director of the office.  After 33 years, I 
retired from SIU six years ago  (2011) and have continued volunteering with several 
local groups.  I’ve stayed active with the Springfield chapter serve as its archivist, pulling 
boxes or materials together for the Sangamon Valley Collection at Lincoln Library. 


