
Melinda McDonald, Rochester, IL 
1987-88 chapter president, Teachers’ Retirement System 
 
What recollections do you have of your year as president?  What issues/needs were 
addressed during your tenure? 
Since I was president so long ago, I don’t have a lot of memories. However I do 
remember working on the first ever Member Guide on a typewriter at TRS. I also 
remember being encouraged to run for president by the previous president, Mary 
Bohlen. 
 
Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share? 
The proudest moment I had as a member of AWC was under the presidency of Denise 
Joehl when our chapter brought Gloria Steinem to Springfield to speak. I was part of the 
team that coordinated and promoted her. It was a great success – we had over 900 
people attend. Some of the women I worked with are my friends to this day. 
 
What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president? 
An important lesson that I learned as president was delegation: you don’t have to do 
that much as president if you have good officers. The officers that year did a great job 
and I was fortunate to be president then. 
 
Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with anyone? 
WICI/AWC has been an important influence in my professional and personal life. I have 
made many friends who are still friends today. I have been in a book group for over ten 
years that includes/included past presidents Beth Bosch Murphy, Joan Freitag, Jan 
Grimes, Julie Dutton and Linda Anderson. I know many more current and past members 
socially. 
 
I was a member of WICI in college at Iowa State University and joined in Springfield 
shortly after I arrived in 1980. The organization has been very important to me. 
 
What was your professional title/role/organization when you were president?  What are 
you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you still involved with AWC/WICI? 
 
When I was president I was Public Information Supervisor at the Teachers Retirement 
System. After a 33-year career in communications, marketing, and public relations, I 
went on disability in 2010 due to progressing multiple sclerosis. I am disabled however I 
continue to do the layout for a church ministry newsletter, maintain the Facebook page 
for the Dana Thomas House, and serve as vice president for the Resident Council at my 
assisted living facility. I have also finished writing a second historical fiction novel set in 
Springfield, which I hope to publish soon. 


