
Jeff Brody, Silverdale, WA
1980-81 chapter president, State Journal-Register

What recollections do you have of your year as president?  What issues/needs were 
addressed during your tenure?
I recall very little of my term as president of the chapter. I’m sure that I was president 
within three or four years of us receiving the charter from the national organization as a 
local chapter of Women in Communications….I distinctly remember our trip to the 
national meeting of Women In Communication in Cincinnati, when we made our 
presentation seeking national approval for the chapter, happening after Joyce and I 
were living together in Springfield.

I remember generally that in the early years of the chapter, we were focused on 
membership, especially in gaining members who had jobs in the news media as 
opposed to public relations. I joined Women In Communication because the only other 
organization for professional journalists in the area was an SDX chapter based in 
Champaign-Urbana. That chapter sought membership from throughout Central Illinois, 
but never met outside of C-U and never sponsored programs in Springfield. Finding 
peer-based support for professional development through SDX meant traveling 90 
minutes or more to C-U on a weekday evening, often in conflict with my work hours. 

I came to Women in Communications for a different reason than most of its members 
came. Women who had jobs in communications came to the organization for gender 
support in a world that was (and still is) quite demeaning of their status as women. 
When Nancy Zimmers, who I knew professionally, told me of the effort to start a Women 
In Communications chapter in Springfield, I saw that as a way to gain a professional 
development opportunity in our community. That fact that I supported gender equality 
made me supportive of that aspect of the national Women in Communications mission 
as well. But my main goal was to build an organization that would put on great 
professional development programs in Springfield. My first desire was to have that 
development focus on journalism. But I also very much wanted to create a place where 
public relations people, especially government public relations people (city, county, 
state) sat down on a regular basis with journalists in an atmosphere where the important 
roles of both were celebrated and enhanced.

So my memory not just of my tenure as president but of the seminal first few years of 
the Springfield chapter is that we worked hard to make the organization one that 
attracted both journalists and public relations professionals (at a time when the vast 
majority of national WIC members were public relations professionals, not journalists) 
and by doing so we created a professional organization that attracted both women and 
men (the male participation in our chapter at the time was far beyond anything that was 
happening at other WIC chapters in other places).

As a result, many of the programs that we created during those first years focused a lot 
on how communications professionals from both sides of the journalism/public relations 
divide could bridge the divide, find mutual respect, understand conflicting roles and seek 
to facilitate understanding on the part of journalists for the difficulties of public relations 
professionals and vice versa.



At the time, I don’t think there was anyone else doing anything like that in our joint 
professions, and I do believe that participation in the organization by both journalists 
and public relations people led in many cases to better working relationships in our jobs.

Do you have any anecdotes or proud moments from then to share?

I just remember the trip to the national WIC conference in Cincinnati and sharing the 
hotel room with Nancy Zimmers and Martha Karatz because we were all on a budget. I 
remember how many people at the conference came to us to find out more about our 
chapter and our programs because we were succeeding at creating programs of 
interest both to public relations people and journalists.

What lessons/skills came from your experience as chapter president?
Really don’t know. That question might be better asked of people who were in the group 
when I was president. Did I meet expectations? Exceed expectations?

Which members do you remember working with and why?  Still connected with anyone?
Nancy Zimmers. Anne Gillies. Martha Karatz.  Only still connected with Nancy.

What was your professional title/role/organization when you were president?  What are 
you doing today professionally or in retirement?  Are you still involved with AWC/WICI?

In 1977, I was the education reporter for the State Journal-Register. In 1979, I became a 
statehouse reporter for the State Journal-Register. I was named the Capitol Bureau 
Chief for the Journal-Register in 1984 and also wrote weekly columns on state 
government and politics for the five Illinois Copley newspapers.

I left Springfield at the end of 1988 to take a job as city editor at the (Kitsap) Sun in 
Bremerton, WA. I spent 20 years at the Sun, serving in a variety of newsroom 
management positions, as editorial page editor and finally, for the last seven years, as 
managing editor. When the fourth reduction in force was ordered for the newsroom in 
2008, I decided to leave the newspaper business. In April of 2009, I took a half-time 
position writing the strategic plan for the Kitsap Regional Library system. In November 
of 2009, I was offered the position as Director of Community Relations for the library 
system, a job I did for six years before retiring in July of 2015. 

I spend my time hiking in the Pacific Northwest, woodworking, doing photography, some 
traveling and gardening. I have not been involved in WICI since leaving Springfield.


